
 

Home learning ideas 



 

Read a story 

You will need: 

 A good book or two 

 A comfy seat or bed 

 

Activity: 

 For younger children and 
babies choose board and 
touch and feel books 
with simple, bold and big 
pictures.  

 They will begin to learn 
about how to hold books and turn pages 

 Naming the pictures will help develop their  
language and building their vocabulary.  

 Children really enjoy books with repetitive 
phrases. Try pausing so that your child can   
finish sentences e.g. “We’re going on a … bear 
hunt” 

 You can of course read any time but it is a 
great habit to get into a reading routine before 
bed every night 

 

 Talk about the pictures with your child. This is a 
great way to talk together and learn to answer and 
ask questions. Never feel like you have to only 
read the words or read all of the words. 

 Teach your child about how to handle books the 
right way up and to turn pages carefully. 

 Point to the words as you read. This will help your 
child understand that print has meaning and in 
English is read from left to right.  

 Enjoy your time together and follow your child’s 
lead. 

 

Challenge 
 

 Ask open ended questions about the story such as 
“What do you think will happen next? Why do you 
think he or she did that? What would you do?” 

 Look at different letters and sounds for example 
spotting the first letter of their name in the book. 



 

Sorting the washing 
You will need: 

    Washing basket or other container 

  Lots of clean clothes! 

 

Activity: 

 Encourage your child to help you sort out the 
clean washing. 

 Put all of the pants, tops, trousers and other 
items into separate piles 

 Match the socks by finding the same colours or 
patterns  

 You may also want to count how many of each. 

 Talk about colours, patterns and different     
materials. You could ask your child to find items 
e.g. “Can you find the socks with the spots?” or 
“Can you find the red t-shirt?” 

 

 Have a space where your child can put their 
clothes, such as one drawer/box for socks,        
another for trousers etc.  

 As they put away their own washing, it will          
increase their sense of independence and self  
confidence as well sorting skills. 

 Practice using different ways of fastening clothes. 
Your child may enjoy playing with Velcro, buttons 
and zips. 

 Talk about patterns, types of material, design, 
stitches. You’d be surprised how much can be 
learned from doing the washing! 

 

 Challenge 
 

 Label the drawers (a post it note would work) with 
the word and/or a picture and read the word 
pointing left to right. 

 Talk about the initial sounds e.g. ‘sock’ begins with 
an ‘ssss’ sound. 



 

What’s in the bag? 

Resources: 

 Cloth or plastic bag, a box could work too 

 Up to ten different objects such as toy cars, 
spoons, blocks, socks etc... 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 

 Sit on the floor with your child and whoever 
would like to join in. Shake it and sing: 

 

“What’s in the bag? 

What’s in the bag? 

Tell me, tell me 

What’s in the bag?” 

(To the tune of ‘The Farmer wants a wife’) 

 
 Close your eyes, take out one object and say 

what it is. 

 Start with only three or four items then add 
more if it is too easy. 

 Once you have had your turn , pass the bag and 
help to sing the song for the next person. 

  Don’t spend too long. Only do as much as your 
child wants to. Most importantly have fun!  

 

Challenge 
 

 Try to guess what it is by feeling it before tak-
ing it out.   

 Ask about the how it feels e.g. Soft/hard, 
rough/smooth or the shape. This will really help 
build their vocabulary. 

 Once you have named all of the items lay them 
out on a surface and cover them with a cloth. 
Take away one object without your child seeing 
and then lift up the cloth. Can they guess what 
is missing?  



 

Shopping List 

Resources: 

 Paper and felt pens 

 Old magazines or junk mail  

 Scissors and glue 

 

 

Activity: 

 Talk with your child about what the family need. 
Write your own list and encourage your child to 
write their own list. 

 You could use pictures from magazines, junk mail 
or packaging to make a list. This is a great op-
portunity for them to practice using scissors 
and gluing. 

 Talk to your child about which foods are healthy 
and which are ‘treat’ or foods that we have 
‘sometimes’. 

 
 When you are shopping you could group the 

items by category, for example, by putting all 
the fruit together and then the vegetables. 

 At the supermarket or shop help your child find 
the items and put them in the trolley. Help them 
to match the words on the packet to the words 
on the list.  

  If you pay in cash, your child could hand over 
the money and talk to the person at the check-
out. It is a great way for them to learn social 
skills, confidence and also begin to understand 
how the world of money works. 

 Don’t spend too long. Only do as much as your 
child wants to. Most importantly have fun! 

 

Challenge 
 

 Talk about the sounds of the letters. For exam-
ple ‘banana’ starts with a ‘b’ sound, “b-b-banana”. 

 Look at and talk about the numbers on the price 
label. 

 

 



 

Sorting the cupboard 

Resources: 

 Pots and lids 

 Floor space 

 Wooden spoons 

 

 

 

 

Activity:  

 With your child, sort the pots and pans by size 
and shape. 

 Match the lids to the pots. 

 Use wooden spoons to pretend that you are 
mixing or pretend cooking. 

 You could use spoons as drumsticks to make 
some music. 

 You could add other kitchen items such as    
potato mashers and measuring spoons. 

 

 

 If you have an area that you don’t mind getting a 
bit wet or messy, you could add water or corn 
flour gloop (corn flour mixed with water) to a few 
pots and let your child explore. 

 Try adding balls or large marbles (if not a choking 
risk for your child) to the pots so they can        
experiment with rolling and making sounds. 

 Your child may want to help you put the pots and 
pans back in the cupboard. 

        

   Challenge 
 

 You could hide a few pots of different sizes under 
a blanket and tap one with a spoon. Lift up the 
blanket and see if your child can guess which pot 
made the sound. 

 You could use a pot or bowl to hide items and see 
if your child can remember where you put them. 
E.g. “Where’s the ball?” Your child might love   
turning the pots or bowls over to find the toys! 

 

 

 



 

Making a sandwich 
Resources: 

 Bread and sandwich fillings 

 Butter knife  

 Plate 

 Cookie cutters (optional) 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 

 Talk with your child about what they would like 
in their sandwich. 

  You could use cookie cutters to cut the bread 
into different shapes before making the sand-
wich. Count how many sides and corners each 
shape has. 

 Talk to your child about which foods are healthy 
and which are ‘treat’ or ‘sometimes only’ foods. 

 

 Your child could spread butter or other spreads 
onto the bread. It may take them some practice 
but try not to help too much! 

 You could talk about the different ingredients and 
how they feel e.g. soft, squidgy, crunchy or how 
they taste e.g. salty, sweet- building their          
vocabulary as you go. 

 Encourage your child to help you tidy up after-
wards and put lids back on containers and screw 
lids onto jars etc. They may even want to wash the 
dishes! 

 

 Challenge 
 

 You could point out what the words or logos on the 
food packaging say or get your child spot some of 
the letters in their name. 

 Ask your child to give you the instructions to make 
the sandwich. Do exactly as they say. They will 
soon realise they need to give clearer                
explanations.  



 
Our children love their music sessions with Corin. They might enjoy singing 
along with the songs he has taught them via his YouTube channel.  

Just head to youtube.com or use a YouTube app and type ‘I like singing 
songs’ in the search bar. This will provide a link to take you straight to 
Corin’s page (see below). 



 

Links to even more fantastic ideas: 
 

 

 

 

 

Astronauts on the Space Station reading stories to and conducting science experiments for the children of 
Earth as the world rotates below. 

www.storytimefromspace.com 

 

 

The CBeebies website offers a wealth of fun games, video clips, songs and ideas of things to make  - all with 
much loved CBeebies characters and shows.  

www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

 

 

 

 

Smart videos for curious minds of all ages on a wide range of themes 

www.thekidsshouldseethis.com 




